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It is so true!  Your gift to the Monocaccy     

Foundation does and can make a significant 

difference in the lives of our Frederick County 

citizens with developmental disabilities. By 

providing funds for services, equipment, and 

recreation not covered by other sources, the 

Foundation continues to support he health and 

well-being of those in need. 

We invite you to . . . 

 Explore the pages of our newsletter, as we 

share the personal stories of our grantees, 

 Attend our Annual Awards Ceremony the 

first week of December . . . A truly heart-

warming experience, 

 Establish a fund in honor of a loved one, 

 Share this newsletter with friends and  

family members, 

 Consider making a contribution to the 

foundation. 

 

WE THANK YOU! 

The Trustees of The Monocacy Foundation 

Blake Stolinsky’s mom asked TMF to fund swimming lessons at 

a local health club for her son, diagnosed with autism spectrum 

disorder and mixed receptive-expressive language disorder.  For 

his safety around water as well as his need for sensory-seeking 

activity, Blake now enjoys swimming lessons.  The Doris Rems-

berg Fund of TMF provided Blake’s swim lessons.   

Pictured at right:  Blake with Diane Ivins, swimming instructor 

Cade Suddath started music therapy at Noteable 

Progressions last year ,and his family saw improve-

men tin his ability to attend to task, interact with 

others, and stay calm during stressful situations.  

After his first therapy session, Cade began playing 

the drums, a great sensory activity for him.  Cade’s 

family believes he may have found his true        

passion . . . music! 

Pictured above:  Cade with Megan Dewing MT-BC,               

from Noteable Progressions 

A Salute to Michael Hosford 

For 30+ years, Mike Hosford provided leader-

ship and direction to the work of the Monocacy 

Foundation’s Board of Trustees.  Serving as 

past President of the Board and its leading   

financial advisor, Mike volunteered his 

knowledge and time willingly to support the 

Foundation’s mission.  Thank you, Mike, for 

your service and generosity!  You will be 

missed in your role as a trustee! 



Brynleigh Shillinger started having uncontrolled seizures at 9 months of age 

and was diagnosed with Tuberous Sclerosis (TSC), a rare genetic disorder 

causing tumors to form in vital organs including the brain. Her parents 

sought treatment for Brynleigh from TSC specialists at Texas Children’s   

Hospital. The Monocacy Foundation granted some financial assistance to 

make the trip possible.  

At age two and a half, Jillian MacKay was diagnosed with Spinal Muscular Atrophy,              

a degenerative genetic condition. At school, Jillian uses a power wheelchair to travel 

through the hallways and ride the bus. Her parents needed to purchase a wheelchair-

accessible van, and they requested funds to apply to the cost of a van. The Monocacy 

Foundation contributed funds as requested to support Jillian’s mobility in the community.  

Bayleigh Bender demonstrated typical development until 14 months of age, when suddenly 

she went from speaking words to becoming silent. Although she regained ability to make 

sounds, she remained unable to speak intelligible words. Visits to Kennedy Krieger Institute 

and Johns Hopkins Hospital for medical tests, including a brain CT scan with sedation, resulted 

in expensive medical costs not fully covered by insurance. The family asked for assistance with 

these costs, and the trustees happily obliged.   

Gabriel Shuman, pictured at left with trustee Ginnie Sulcer, faces several challenges including 

a rare platelet disorder, a GI disorder, and autism.  He also experiences difficulty tolerating 

heat which makes his heart rate accelerate and his blood pressure plummet. Treated by  spe-

cialists at Children’s National Medical Center, Gabriel takes a minimum of 9 different medica-

tions daily, and even with insurance, the co-pays run hundreds of dollars each month.  The 

Monocacy Foundation assisted Gabriel’s family with some of the cost of his medications.   



Jasmine Rodriquez participates in the Therapeutic Riding Program at    

Madison Fields Stables in Dickerson. Diagnosed with autism, Jasmine    

benefits greatly from the calming effect of the repetitive motion of the 

horse’s gait. Paired to ride with a fellow student, Jasmine continues to 

demonstrate increased social skills through interaction with her good 

friend.    

Larry Rucosky, 51, works at Scott Key Center during the week, 

and for the past 15 years he has participated in the 4-H          

Therapeutic Riding program. Diagnosed with autism and an    

intellectual disability, Larry enjoys the weekly routine and relaxa-

tion of horseback riding. This year, the riding program   requested 

payment from all riders, and Larry was unable to  cover the cost 

of the lessons. The Monocacy Foundation provided funds for Lar-

ry to continue this important recreational activity.  

Taking riding lessons is the highlight of the week for Joedy Atkinson!  In requesting funds to 

support Joedy’s continued participation in the 4-H Therapeutic Riding program, his mother 

wrote, “We are encouraged and proud of the accomplishments Joedy makes in Therapeutic 

Riding, and our hearts are delighted to see smiles on Joedy’s face and hear his happy hums as 

he rides Bart.”  Joedy was presented with a grant from the Doris Remsberg Endowment Fund 

of The Monocacy Foundation.  Pictured at left with Joedy and Bart are volunteers Rose Bartz 

and Sally Smith. 

Erik Forney, now 11 years old, has been an active participant at 4-H Therapeutic Riding since   

3-1/2 years of age.  His medical diagnoses include cerebral palsy, cortical blindness and a     

seizure disorder.  Pictured at left on Chicklet with volunteer Lori Forcino, Erik derives an enor-

mous amount of enjoyment and physical benefit from riding.  When Erik gets on Chicklet, he 

smiles and laughs and his body relaxes.  With funds from the Monocacy Foundation, Erik    

continues to enjoy riding. 



 

Alex Stilwell has been attending 

the YMCA’s Kids Unlimited 

Camp for those with special 

needs. Diagnosed with autism 

and a seizure disorder, Alex is 

the typical “inside person,” who 

in the past tried organized 

sports and outdoor camps but 

they did not appeal to him.     

His participation in the YMCA’s 

camp changed his perspective, 

and he enthusiastically partici-

pates in camp activities.   

Connor McNeil was born with 

Carpenter Syndrome, a rare 

disorder occurring once in a 

million births. Characteristics of 

this syndrome include facial 

malformation and extra digits. 

An active 19 year old, Connor  

truly enjoys attending the 

YMCA’s  Kids Unlimited Camp,  

especially socializing with other 

campers. The Monocacy Foun-

dation is pleased to support 

Connor’s continued participa-

tion at the camp. 

At birth, Andrew Ablondi experienced a brain bleed leaving  him with 

low vision, daily seizures and inability to ambulate. The Monocacy 

Foundation first met Andrew several years ago when his family      

requested funds for him to attend camp. This year the Foundation 

provided a grant to help pay for the installation of a wheelchair lift for 

the family van.  Pictured at right with Andrew are his sisters, Jenna, 

Amelia and Ava. 

Comprised of an enthusiastic group of young men, the Frederick 

County Special Olympics softball team continues to receive support 

from the Monocacy Foundation through purchase of new helmets 

and a “composite” bat. 

Richard Shutter, Jr., Paola Ripoll, and Elaine Rippeon were awarded grants to attend 

“Special Challenges Week” at the Claggett Camp in Buckeystown during the first week of 

August.  They look forward to this experience, especially the dance!  Elaine’s grant came 

from the Paul Luther Stine Family Memorial Fund created by Jean Stine in memory of 

her brother, Paul, who had a developmental disability.  Thank you, Ms. Stine! 

From the left: David Whitefield, Matthew Lewis, Phillip       

Shepard, Brian Saal, Jason Paul, John Tessier, Jesse Frase, Mike 

Sherwin, John Rodgers, Stanley Frederick. 

 

Standing: Paola and Richard.  Seated: Elaine 



News About Our Special Funds 

 

Tess M. Heavner Enrichment Fund  

 We thank Tess M. Heavner and her guard-

ian, Carol A. Norris, for their ongoing  donations 

to the Monocacy Foundation. In honor of Tess, 

Ms. Norris established a fund to support the 

work of the foundation and to express apprecia-

tion for the level of care and commitment  pro-

vided by Community Living (CLI) staff during the 

12 years Tess has been a resident. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Doris Remsberg Endowment Fund 

 In 2006, Tommy Dorsey established this 

endowment fund to honor Doris Remsberg, his 

sister and recognized “pioneer” in providing       

education for students with developmental        

disabilities in Frederick County.  Through her ini-

tial efforts in establishing Harmony Grove School 

and then  opening Rock Creek School as its first 

principal in the early 1970’s, Doris was instru-

mental in assuring educational opportunities for 

children with special needs. 

Tommy died in 2015 and made provisions in his 

will for a substantial gift to this fund.  Thank you 

to Michael Dorsey, personal representative of 

Tommy Dorsey’s estate, for fulfilling the provi-

sions of the will with a final disposition of funds 

to The Monocacy Foundation! 

Lindsay West Memorial Education Fund   

 In 2013, Lindsay West’s parents, Patricia 

Barbarowicz and Chuck Thomas and Steve and 

Jan West established a fund to honor Lindsay’s 

memory.  A Community Living resident for over 

twenty years, Lindsay brought joy to all who 

knew her. Lindsay’s parents appreciated the 

care, love, and support of the CLI staff and rec-

ognized their efforts in providing Lindsay a hap-

py life well beyond her life expectancy. In appre-

ciation of the staff’s devotion to their jobs, Lind-

say’s family set up a fund to assist direct support 

staff in furthering their education.   

 Kojo Amoako received this year’s grant to 

continue his education at Frederick Community 

College where he is studying to become a nurse. 

As well as attending classes at FCC, he works full-

time providing great care for Community Living 

clients. 

 

Paul Luther Stine Family Memorial Fund 

 Jean Stine remembers her brother fond-

ly. Growing up together on the family farm, Jean 

and Paul remained  close siblings until his pass-

ing. Several years ago, to honor his memory, 

Jean established a fund designed to assist Com-

munity Living residents who did not have the 

monetary support of family as Paul did.  Through 

her initial and on-going contributions, many 

Community Living residents continue to benefit 

from her support.  This year, Elaine Rippeon was 

able to attend the Claggett Camp in Buckey-

stown due to Ms. Stine’s generosity.   



 

 

 

“The mission of                         

The Monocacy Foundation is      

to provide Frederick County      

citizens with intellectual and                  

developmental disabilities         

the means to enrich                  

their lives and to reach              

optimum capabilities.” 



 

 

The Monocacy Foundation firmly believes     

people with developmental disabilities have the 

right to a life enriched with social and             

recreational opportunities, preferences for where 

and with whom they live, and dignity in dying. 

 

For more information contact: 

Ms. Marty Young, Development Director  

620-B Research Ct. Frederick, Md.  21703  

martyy@communitylivinginc.org  

 Visit our website at: 

www. communitylivinginc.org/Monocacy  

We are a 501 C 3 organization   ◦  IRS 52-1953383 

        Our Funds 

The Monocacy Foundation has several sub-

funds,  and you are encouraged to donate to the 

specific fund(s) of your choice: 

 Community Living Fund (provides support to 

Community Living residents and programs) 

 Community Fund (provides support to        

Frederick County citizens with developmental/

intellectual disabilities) 

 Lindsay West Direct Support Education         

Scholarship Fund (provides financial support to 

Direct Support staff at CLI) 

 The Doris Remsberg Endowment Fund              

Established by Tommy Dorsey in honor and 

memory of his sister, Doris Remsberg (Support 

to Frederick  County citizens with developmen-

tal disabilities) 

 The Paul Luther Stine Family Memorial Fund 

(Funded by Jean Stine to provide Community 

Living residents who are either without family 

or the family is unable to help them financially) 

 The Tess Heavner Enrichment Fund (Support 

to Community Living residents and programs) 

The Monocacy Foundation  

Board of Trustees 

 

Gael Butcher, Former Principal, Rock Creek School 

Don Hiltner, Jr., on sabbatical   

Ginnie Sulcer, Realtor 

George Chaney,II, Middletown Valley Bank 

Kathy Rohrer, Retired from Frederick County Bank 

Dustin Sclater, Independent Contractor 

Michelle Frankert, Special Education Teacher, FCPS 

Susan Holton, Retired, Former CEO, Community Living 



For many years Mrs. Betty Carr has contributed regularly to the  

work of the Monocacy  Foundation.  Recognizing the value of 

the foundation’s mission, Mrs. Carr elected to make a substan-

tial  contribution in honor of the memory of her sister, Margaret 

R. Cornpropst. Born and raised in  Frederick County, she served  

for many years as the executive  secretary to the head of the  

Frederick County Health Department.  Thank you, Mrs. Carr, for 

your generosity in loving memory of your sister. 

 

Matthew Lewis requested the foundation to provide support for food and 

medicine for his beloved cats, Autumn and Pumpkin, and  the foundation  

gladly granted  the funds.  In  addition, Dr. Randy Barbour, owner of Yellow 

Springs Veterinary Clinic and pictured at left with Matthew, provided free ex-

ams for Autumn and Pumpkin.  Thank you, Dr. Barbour!   

Albertine Baker 

Edward Bowers (in memory of Charlotte Bowers) 

David & Gael Butcher 

Mike & Wendy Campbell 

Nancy Geiser-Gaver 

Hunt & Joan Hendrickson 

Don & Stacey Hiltner 

Mike & Kitty Belle Hosford 

Gil & LaRue Kelbaugh 

Stephanie Mance 

Mr & Mrs Charles Nicodemus 

Alfred & Frances Pansa 

Henry Reeves & Lynn Foster 

Charles and Carlota Salter 

Lynn Sherald 

Jean Stine 

Bonnie Strine 

Steve and Jan West 

Marty Young 

Georgia Ann Zirkle 

Pat Barbarowicz & Chuck Thomas 

Michael Boyne 

Betty Carr 

Mr & Mrs Ralph Gastley 

Tess Heavner 

Winnie Hiltner 

Ed and Susan Holton 

Greg and Karen Hull 

Donald Linton 

Rala Mandelson 

Bob & Lucinda Noland 

Tim & Angela Phillips 

Kathy Rohrer 

Dave & Diana Schrodel 

David & Sandra Smith 

John & Mary Straits 

Patrick Testerman 

William E Cross Foundation 

Mr and Mrs Eugene Zebovitz 

 


